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On the right track
Article and photos by Chuck Carlson, President

 Wow, another month has gone by and I’m 
still in winter mode.  Haven’t done anything on the 
layout and spring will be upon us before we know 
it.  I have a lot of work to do on my layout before 
hosting the May meeting.
 We had a great turnout to the clinic February 
17th, I think Sharon counted 34 members; great 
potluck luncheon, presentations, show and tell, 
and sale items. Thanks to all that presented.

 I hope we had a good turnout for the Monroe 
Train Show 24th - 26th; I’m in Southern California 
until the 27th so I will miss this club outing.  Have 
a great time and enjoy the show.
 March brings the Annual Business Meeting 
on the 18th.  This is an important meeting so 
please plan on attending.  This is your opportunity 
to vote for officers, proposals and budget.  Per the 
by-laws we must have a quorum of members to 
conduct business. If anyone has an agenda item 
please provide it to me before the meeting.  I will 
put out the agenda prior to the meeting.
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 View from the Club Car page 11
 Live Steamers meeting page 12
 Club events schedule, Personal Adds page 13
 Live Steamers schedule page 13
 Other events of possible interest on page 14
 Local sources of G gauge stuff on page 15
 Contact info on page 15

not able to make it to the clinics to get a chance to 
view it. Of course, they will also be added to the 
archives on the club website. If you presented a 
clinic last month and would like to have it added 
to a future newsletter, let me know and I will make 
it happen. We also have a couple of personal ads   
this month. Also this month has a new “What is 
it?” item, a nice article on the latest Live steamers 
meeting with lots of pictures, and information 
about a Garden Kneeler which will save a lot of 
backs and knees. I am already ordering one for 
myself. I am looking forward to the annual club 
business meeting and I hope to see a lot of you 
there. Detailed directions and map are on page 9. 
See you there.

Letter from the Editor
Article by Jerry Madsen, Editor.

 Norm suggested doing an article based on 
his clinic in February and I thought it was a great 
idea. He was also able to add some details to make 
it more complete. This allows members who were 

Garden Kneeler and Seat
Article and  photos by Bob Stevenson

 Attention ground level model railroaders! 
If you haven’t considered a garden kneeler/seat, 
you should seriously consider one! This is a very 
handy thing to have whenever you need to get 
down on your knees to do work on your track, 
buildings, garden, or trains! I don’t know how I 
ever got along without it. This particular version, 
which is available at local stores and Amazon, can 
be used as a kneeling pad or a seat. Mine also 
included a side pouch which holds tools, garden 
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pruners or whatever else you need handy. The 
really nice thing about this device is that you can 
lower yourself down onto the kneeling pad and 
then push yourself back up using the handles on 

each side when using it as a kneeler. If you need 
to do some low level pruning or just need a rest 
while working outside, the seat is just right. Plus 
it’s light and folds up for easy storage. I’ve found 
it well worth the investment. Possible sources: 
Search online at Amazon.com for Garden Kneeler 
or your local Fred Meyer Garden Center.

Making a Concrete/Stone Building.
Article and photos by Norm Baullinger

 This is a follow up from my February 18th 
Clinic on the same subject.   It provides more 
details on some of the aspects discussed in the 
clinic.
 Several years ago, at the Denver National 
Garden Railroad Conference, I purchase a kit for 
a stone and cement water wheel mill from  www.
rrstoneworks.com.   In addition, I purchased 
a booklet from them on how to build stone and 
cement buildings.   This year I finally got around 
to try building the mill.   After looking the kit over, I 
decided I needed to get some experience before 
tackling a fairly complicated project, as I had never 
built a building out of cement.   The booklet had 
plans for a small building that I thought would 
make the perfect building to get that experience.                                                          
 The booklet, “How to Model in Stone & 

C e m e n t ” , 
shows how to 
do various parts 
of a building: 
wall, windows, 
roofs, etc as 
well as many 
good hints on 
cons t ruc t i on 
t e c h n i q u e s .   
The building I 

planned on building is shown here as Trial building.  
Plans for the various building parts; walls, floor, 
roof, chimney, porch, windows, etc are shown with 
dimensions and there are many photos showing 
and explaining the various steps in constructing 
them.  
 The basic approach is to make forms 
from ½” or 1” thick pink/blue insulation board 
(XPS foam), cutting  
strips from it, called 
“dams”, to be pinned 
on an 18” square, 
1” foam board (your 
work surface).  Each 
part is reinforced with 
½” hardware  (H/W)
cloth.   Quikrete Vinyl 
Patcher concrete (no sand) is used as it is slightly 
more 

Garden Kneeler in kneeling position.

Glade Creek Mill

Trial building

Garden kneeler in seated position
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Continued from page 2

flexible and finer than “regular” concrete.  It comes 
in 6 lb. pails.   Major items needed include a hand 
mixer used to mix the concrete, a jig saw without 
the blade, to vibrate the poured concrete in the 
form, a wobbly table (small kids plastic play table) 
to set your casting master and molds on and WD-
40 used as a mold release.  Plastic sheets, referred 
to as “casting masters”,  have patterns like wood, 
brick, shingles, corrugated roofing, board n’ batten 
and clapboard siding. These are sold by Plastruct 
or Precision Products.  Half or quarter inch plastic 
angle lengths for making corners will be needed.  
The foam board with two permanently fixed side 
dams along two sides “referred to as universal form 
work” is used to make a base and side dams to 
hold the cement in the forms.  Other tools needed 
are glue, small wire brush, dental pick, tooth 
brush, needle nose pliers, ceramic tile nippers, 
ruler, 45 degree carpenter angle, sharp scraping 
tool, quilting pins, 
level, Xacto knife, 
medium/large Quick 
Clamps, fine tooth 
hand modelers saw, 
and ceramic tile rasp 
(or old wood file/
rasp). I also have a 
small table saw from 
Micro Mark which I found to be really helpful to 
make dams and window & door openings.  
 To start, I made a universal form work board, 
gluing and pinning foam strips along two edges, 
making a corner.   The first part I made was the 
chimney.  Using the 
dimensions provided 
in the plans, I laid 
out the shape of the 
chimney starting in 
the corner of the 
universal form work 
board using dams on 
the form work board 
with quilting pins 
to hold them.  The 
plans call for using 
rectangular stones 
to build the chimney.  
Rather than using 

real stones either found by the roadside and 
“nipped” to shape or purchased from Stoneworks, 
I found kitchen tile at Home Depot that was 
composed of 3/8” x 1” pieces of stone, (Emperado 
Split face #566180).
 Some of the pieces had a smooth exterior 
instead of a rough stone exterior.   I removed the 
individual stone pieces discarding the smooth 
pieces.  However, before laying the rough stones 
down, I lighty sprayed a coat of WD-40 inside the 
form and on the sides.  This allows easy removal 
of the chimney from the form after curing.  For the 
wide side of the chimney, I laid stones flat, rough 
side down, alternating the length of each end 
stone on adjacent courses.  For the sides of the 
chimney, I cut the pieces in half with the rough cut 
side facing down and out.  To ensure the stones 
stayed in place when pouring the cement, I used 
super glue between each of the pieces.  
 After the stones were all laid, a piece of 
½” hardware (H/W) cloth was cut to fit inside the 
chimney, up to where the roof will be rather than the 
full length.  I found that making the hardware cloth 
perfectly flat was hard to do.  I would recommend 
that you cut a separate piece for the area where 
the chimney would be 
above the roof line so 
it will lay flat as you will 
have to lay more stones 
on top of the poured 
concrete.  Since these 
stones will be on top of 
the H/W cloth, only a 
thin layer of concrete is 
needed.  Overlap this 
piece of H/W cloth with 
that on the lower part 
of the chimney.   Be 
careful that the total 
width (depth) won’t exceed the height of the side 
stones after these additional stones are added 
on top of the poured concrete.   You need rough 
stone on all sides of the chimney above the roof.  
The only thing left was to add what are called “L’s”.   
These are pieces of hardware cloth, about two 
squares by five squares bent at a 90 degree angle 
(bend at three squares with the three squares 
end up).  Two of these are placed on each side 
below the roof line and one at the bottom under 
the hardware cloth already laid inside the chimney.   

Tools

Form work Board

Chimney in form
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These L’s will be used later to fasten the chimney 
to the wall of the building and base.
 The next step was to mix the cement with 
water in a metal mixing bowl.  With a hand mixer, 
mix to a consistency of pancake batter.  A slightly 
“thin” batter was used as it seemed to pour and 
settle better.  Place the universal form work with 
the chimney on it on a wobbly table with a jigsaw, 
without the blade, clamped to the table.  Make 
sure your form is level.   Pour the concrete mixture 

into the chimney 
form to the top 
of the edge of 
the side blocks.   
Remember, pour 
a thinner layer of 
concrete at the 
top part of the 
chimney above 
the roof line so 

when you add the additional stones face up the 
width is the thickness of the chimney and will be 
the same as the height of the side stones.   When 
the concrete is poured and stones added, turn the 
jig saw on low.   The vibration of the table with the 
universal form on it will settle the concrete into all 
corners and cracks.   Turn off the jig saw when it 
looks like all the concrete has settled and the top 
chimney bricks are set.  I found that after pouring 
all the cement into the form, I generally had some 
left in the bottom of the mixing bowl that was 
pretty thick.   It would be good to mix the “batter” 
occasionally as you do the pour. Pour-mix-pour-
mix, to get a more consistent mixture into the form.  
Clean your mixer beaters and bowl with water. Do 
this outside.
 The chimney was left for at least 18 – 24 
hours.  This is called the 
“green state”.   Remove 
the side dams and 
carefully lift the chimney 
out.  Now is the time to 
remove any concrete 
that has seeped out and 
covered the stones.   Use 
some foam strips to hold 
the chimney up so the 
L’s are pointed down and 
they don’t touch the table, 
form, or workbench.   For 

scraping tools use a sharp pointed can opener, or 
an old kitchen butter knife ground to a sharp point. 
A dental pick can be used to clean any overflow 
or seepage on the stone face.   If needed, a small 
wire brush and/or tooth brush with water can be 
used to further clean up any concrete on the rough 
stone surfaces.  Handle carefully!   Once cleaned 
up let it sit for another two days or more.
 The next  piece(s) to make are the side 
walls.   Using dams and the dimensions from the 
plans, make a form on the universal form board for 
both sidewalls.  
The outside of 
the wall should 
have “material” 
characteristics 
like clapboard, 
board ‘n batten, 
or brick.   I used 
a plastic sheet 
of board ‘n 
batten siding.  To start, the corner of the universal 
form work board is used for one side of one wall 
and bottom and dams for the other sides and the 
second wall.  To accommodate the roof the dam 
ends for the upper part of the walls are cut at a 
45 degree angle and the dams are laid in at a 45 
degree angle.  Quilting pins are used to temporarily 
hold them in place.   
 The building has a foundation.  For the 
foundation  I used the same rectangular stones 
from the kitchen tile as on the chimney.   I laid 
three courses with the alternating end stones half 
the width of the full stone.  Cut a piece of H/W 
cloth to fit inside the form.  Make a stone thickness 
“step” in the H/W cloth to accommodate the stone 
foundation.  Cut it to length after the step has 
been bent into the hardware cloth.   Cut the top of 
the hardware cloth to fit inside the roof portion of 
the wall or bend up 90 degrees, matching the 45 
degree roof angle.  The H/W cloth goes from the 
bottom of the foundation to the peak of the wall.  
To make perfect corners, plastic angle strips, ½” 
each side, were cut to length.  They go on each 
side from the top of the foundation to the start of 
the roof angle.  They were put under the H/W cloth 
and pinned down.
 Once all the dams, stones, corner pieces, 
L’s and H/W cloth are made, unpin the dams and 
remove them.  Spray the casting master, the board 

Chimney partially poured in form

Completed Chimney

Sidewall form
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‘n batten sheet, and the back with WD-40.   Spray 
the sides and bottom of all the dams and the form 
work board where the sides will be. Do not spray 
WD-40 on the H/W cloth.  Lay in the stones for the 
foundation at the bottom of the wall on the form 
board.   Super glue was used in between all the 
pieces to hold them in place.  Place the casting 
master sheet(s) with the outside face down on the 
universal form board.  Don’t put the casting master 
under the stones.  You don’t need to cut the casting 
master sheet.  Re-pin the dams in place on top of 

the casting 
master.   Lay 
in the corner 
a n g l e s 
against the 
dams, pin 
in place if 
needed.  Cut 
and put in 
L’s. Place 
two per wall 

side and one on the bottom on top of the stones.  
Lay in the hardware cloth.   It’s OK for the hardware 
cloth to be about a 1/16” or 1/8” off the casting 
master, and OK if on the stones.   If the H/W cloth  
is touching the casting master, the finished wall 
may show the pattern of the hardware cloth on the 
outside.  Ideally, it should be 1/16+” above.  You 
are now ready to mix, pour, and vibrate the form 
on your (level) wobbly table.  Let it sit for at least 
18 - 24 hours.  
 Unpin the dams and carefully remove them.   
Use a thin metal spatula to carefully lift each side 
off the form board and gently remove the casting 
master.   Use your scraping tools to clean off any 
cement that seeped onto the stones and over 
the corners.  If the corners come loose, it’s OK, 
just use super glue to glue them back later.   Let 
the walls sit for two or more days to fully cure.  If 
needed, when green, scrape the cement along the 
edges down to the edge of the corner angle or a 
little below.   This is so when the adjacent wall is 
poured, it will form a nice clean corner.
 The next piece to make is the back wall.  
In this case, instead of having the bottom of the 
building against the form work side, move it up so 
when it comes time to remove it, the building can 
be rotated (not moved) upright while still on the 
form board

 The back wall is prepared in the same way 
as the two side walls.  One side of the wall uses 
the form work side and a dam is used for the other 
side.   The dam for the top of the wall will fit in 
between the side dam and form work side.  For the 
top dam at each roof end a 45 degree angle is cut 
about a half inch wide.  This is so when the side 
walls are added it will make a smooth joint with the 
back wall. 
 Place the two side walls on their side on 
either side of the back wall form.  The angle of the 
roof line should fit into the 45 degree cut made in 
the top wall dam.  Move the top wall dam if needed 
to make a tight fit with the side wall.  Cut a piece of 
foam strip to match the distance between the two 
side walls.   Using a 90 degree carpenter square, 
make sure that each wall is vertical and square, 
then put the foam strip in-between the walls at the 
height of the side walls.   Use a “soft” clamp at the 
same height as 
the foam strip to 
hold the side walls 
vertical.  Adjust the 
foam strip length if 
needed.
 A dam is put 
at the bottom of 
the sidewalls.  Like 
the side walls, the 
foundation of the 
back wall used the 
same rectangular 
stones as the chimney.  Three courses of stone 
are laid at the bottom.  If necessary, cut the width 
of the casting master to fit inside the walls.  Spray 
the back of the casting master and sides of the 
dams with WD-40 and lay the casting master in 
the form above the foundation stones.  Place and 
pin the top dam (sprayed) against the side walls at 
the roof line.  
 With the sidewalls installed, cut a piece of 
H/W cloth to fit inside the form making a stone 
thickness “step” in the H/W cloth to accommodate 
the foundation.  Cut it to length after the step has 
been bent into the H/W cloth.   The H/W cloth goes 
from the bottom of the foundation to the top of the 
wall.
 The back wall has a window. A Grandt Line 
square window was used.  Cut a piece of foam the 
size of the window insert, it’s called a “knockout”.  

Sidewalls Poured

Back wall form
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Determine where you want the window and cut out 
the H/W cloth where the window will go.   Make 
the H/W cloth cutout slightly larger (1/4”) than the 
foam window knockout.
 Place the H/W cloth with the cutout in the 
form.   Use the L’s from the side walls to “wire” 

them to the back 
wall H/W cloth.  
Cut the wire out 
between the long 
side of the side wall 
L’s, making them 
into strands, slip 
the wire through a 
square of the back 
wall H/W cloth and 
bend them over.  
This fastens the 
side walls to the 
back wall.  It was 
easier to first bend 

the single wire of a wall 90 degrees up about 
half way out from the wall, then lay the hardware 
cloth down so it goes through the squares of the 
H/W cloth.  Bend the wires over to fasten them 
to the back wall H/W cloth.   Finally, spray WD-
40 on the window knockout and pin it inside the 
cutout of the back wall H/W cloth.  You are now 
ready to mix, pour, and vibrate the form on your 
(level) wobbly table.  Let sit for 18 to 24 hours.  To 
remove, pull all pins and remove dams.  Rotate, 
don’t move, the building upright, carefully remove 
the casting master and don’t move building after it 
is upright.  Leave the soft clamp in place.  Clean 
excess cement from the edges without moving the 
building.  Carefully remove the window knockout 
by first using an Xacto knife around the edges and 
pushing it out, outside 
to inside.  Check to see 
that the window cutout 
will allow the window 
frame to be inserted into 
the wall.  After curing, 
file or scrape to fit if 
necessary.  If done at 
the green stage, do it 
carefully as it will easily 
crumble.  Wait two days 
before moving. 
 The front wall is 

built similar to the back wall.   However, there is 
no stone foundation.   Instead, cut a piece of foam 
strip to match the height of the foundation and put 
it in place of the stones.   The H/W cloth is sized 
to fit between the top of the foam foundation and 
the top of the wall, no step.  The casting master 
back is sprayed with WD-40 and put down with the 
bottom at the top of the foam foundation.  The dam 
with the 45 degree cut out on the ends is used 
for the top dam.  The three sided building, cured, 
with the soft clamp and foam strip removed, is 
placed on the casting master with the top dam and 
bottom foundation dam pinned in place.  Window 
and door cutouts are made in the H/W cloth and 
foam knockouts for the window and door are made 
and sprayed with WD-40. The H/W cloth is placed 
inside and wired to the side walls like the back 
wall.  The window and door knockouts are pinned 
in place.   You are 
now ready to mix, 
pour, and vibrate 
the building 
on your (level) 
wobbly table.   A 
small measuring 
cup or similar 
should be used to 
pour the cement 
in the form as it will be a tight space.  As always, 
wait 18 to 24 hours to remove.  Pull all pins, 
rotate the building upright, clean cement spillage, 

and remove window, 
door and foundation 
knockouts using an 
Xacto knife cutting along 
the edges, pushing 
them out, outside to 
inside.   Be careful if 
done in the green stage.  
Check window and door 
openings for fit.  Set 
aside for two or more 
days to fully cure.  
 The roof is the next 
project.   First, using the 

dimensions from the plan, make a template out of 
thin cardboard (cereal box).  This was used to fit 
to the building, adjusting as needed.   The final 
template is then used to make the form for the 
roof.  The roof is made in two pours.   H/W cloth 

Back wall clamped

Front wall form

Front wall poured

Roof form
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is cut for the entire 
roof, then is bent 
90 degrees at the 
peak.  A dam is put 
right behind the 
bend.   Pour, vibrate 
and wait 18 to 24 
hours.  At the green 
stage, or beyond, 
remove, make dams and pour the other half of the 
roof, including the porch portion. Use a carpenter 
square to insure that the already poured roof is 90 
degrees to the new pour.   When this part is at the 
late green stage (24+ hrs.), carefully remove and 
put the roof on the four walls of the building.   Mark 

where the porch 
should angle up 
and using a sharp 
scraping tool and 
straight edge, 
score along this 
line down to the 
hardware cloth.   
Then carefully 
turn the roof over 
letting the other 
half hang over 
the edge of your 
work bench, and 
score the other 
side down to the 

H/W cloth.  This “scoring” should be a little wider 
than that on the inside as later when the roof is 
completely cured it will be bent up some.  When 
the roof is completely cured, fit it roof to the building 
filing the building walls as required to make a good 
fit.  When it fits, bend up the porch roof to the 
desired angle, about  20 degrees.  When the base 
is poured later, take a small amount of batter and 
fill in the resulting space between the roof and the 
porch roof from the 
inside of the roof.  
Use masking tape 
on the outside to 
keep the cement in 
the opening.  
 The porch 
deck is next.   The 
backside of the 
siding casting 

master was used make the “boards” of the porch 
deck.   The directions in the book were a little 
vague.   Since there is no stone foundation in the 
front, the porch deck 
should extend back 
inside the building.  The 
porch will go under the 
front wall and fit tightly 
to the bottom of the 
wall.  The porch was 
extended a little beyond 
the sides of the building.   
H/W cloth was put in the 
porch form and bent up 
on either side (front and 
back) so that the H/W 
cloth will support the porch, keeping the top level 
with bottom of the front wall.  Make sure that the 
H/W cloth for the deck support will not overlay or 
touch the hardware cloth that will be put inside 
the building.   When the building floor is poured 
the concrete will extend under the porch deck 
enclosing the porch H/W cloth.  Cut three pieces of 
¼” square foam board and put them near the front 
on the porch deck in the form for ¼” square posts 
that will support the porch roof.  The posts will go 
through the porch deck and rest on the building 
base when it is poured.  The porch is now ready 
for pouring and vibrating then letting it sit to cure.  
Wait until the porch is cured and then remove the 
foam blocks and scrape the post holes to fit the 
posts.  Don’t do in the green stage as the cement 
is “soft” and it may (will) crumble as it is so close 
to the edge of the deck.
 It is now time to paint.   Mask off the stone 
foundation around the building.   Select your color 
and spray paint it with two coats.  Same with the 
porch deck. I painted it brown to represent wood.  I 
painted the underside of the roof overhang and its 
edges a light brown.  When completed real wood 
shakes will be glued on the roof.  I painted the 
window and door frames white.  I painted the door 
and the wood for the porch posts red.   
 The chimney has to be fastened to the 
outside wall before making the form for the building 
base.  Fit the chimney to the roof cutout.  The L’s 
on the chimney upper part were cut to make two 
long strands.  Drill holes into the building wall so 
that the strands can be passed through the wall 
and be fastened to each other and to the H/W cloth 

Scoring the roof

Front wall complete

Porch cured

Base form
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that I bent over inside from the angled portion of 
the wall.   Wire the L on the bottom of the chimney  
to the L on the inside bottom of the wall.   Liberally 
apply silicone glue on the chimney back to glue it 
to the outside wall.   The cutout in the roof for the 
chimney will have to be filed to fit. 
 With the chimney fastened to the building, 
the form for the building base can be made.  Extend 
the form outside the building walls to include the 
porch.   Cut H/W cloth to fit inside the building 
and extend under the porch deck. Spray the 
inside of the form and dams with WD-40.  Place 
a ½” knockout (sprayed) in the center of the base 
H/W cloth to provide a drain hole and for wires if 
lighting the inside.  Mix cement and pour a thin 
layer throughout the base form.  Leave the wall L’s 
of the building at 90 degrees to the wall and place 
the building in the form on top of the thin cement 
layer just poured.  Then place the H/W cloth in 
the form.  Insert the porch deck so it fits under 
and right up against the front side of the building 
making sure it is level.   Pour additional cement 
to cover up the hardware cloth inside the building 
and under the porch deck.  Then vibrate and let 
sit to cure.  Note, use some of the cement from 
the base to fill in the opening in the roof where the 
porch roof was bent up.  After 24 hours, remove 
dams and carefully remove masking tape without 
moving the building.  Trim any excess cement and 
let sit for another 24 to 48 hours before moving.  
Remove any remaining masking tape and the ½” 
foam knockout from bottom center.
 In the meantime, after the base is fully 
cured, the windows and door can be installed 
using silicone glue.  Use silicone glue for applying 
the shingles to the roof.  When shingling, position 
the roof on the building.  The  porch support posts 
must be angled at the top to match the roof angle. 
Cut them long enough to go through the porch 
deck and rest on the base under the deck.  Use 
silicone glue between the deck and base.
 Now is the time to decide if you want to glue 
the roof to the building or not.  If so, use silicone 
glue or a construction glue.  Glue the top of the 
posts to the roof.   Don’t lift the building by the roof 
in case the building comes loose and drops.  If the 
roof is glued to the building, then flashings around 
the chimney can be glued to the roof and chimney.   
Otherwise, if flashings are used, they will have to 
be glued to the roof shingles so the roof can be 

removed.  The roof was not glued to the building 
in my case.  So flashings were not installed.
 The finished building turned out pretty 
good, especially when using the 10 foot rule: if it 
looks good at 10 feet, then it is good.  It was a very 
good learning experience.  Next is the mill project.  
It is recommended that one do a simple building 
before attempting a larger and more complicated 
building.   
 Things to remember:
Use a wobbly table.
Make sure your form on the wobbly table is level.
Make sure all corners, walls, etc are 90 degrees 
and use L’s.
Spray WD-40 on all surfaces that will contact 
cement, but need to released after setting.
Do not spray WD-40 on hardware cloth.
Make sure the H/W cloth stays flat in the form and 
slightly up from the casting master.
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 The 2023 PSGRS annual business meeting will be held on Saturday, March 
18, beginning at Noon. This year’s location is in Bellevue at East Shore Unitarian 
Church, 12700 SE 32nd St, Bellevue, WA. ESUC is off the NE corner of I-90 and I-405. 
Handicap Parking is available next to the church campus buildings and general parking 
is available in the church parking lots or on the street. The meeting will be held in the 
North Room of the sanctuary building. After entering the lobby, the north room is to the 
far left. 
 Lunch will be potluck so please bring a dish to share. The business meeting will 
begin after lunch or while were enjoying our lunch. We’ll have a table setup if you wish 
to sell some train items.
 During the meeting we will be electing officers which will serve beginning 1 Apr 
2023 thru 31 Mar 2024. We will also be approving the budget and be receiving reports 
from board members and committee chairs. A quorum of 25% of the membership is 
required to conduct business and members must be current in dues to vote. If you wish 
to submit a proxy form for your vote, please fill out proxy form in newsletter and give to 
your proxy or send in your proxy to one of the Board Members.
If you have any business to discuss, please contact Chuck Carlson, so that he may 
add the item to the meeting agenda. If you are interested in a board position or any 
other volunteer position in the club, also let Chuck know. The club is always in need of 
volunteer help!!

Mike Phillips
Vice President
PSGRS

Annual Business Meeting
March 18th 12 Noon

EastShore Unitarian Church
12700 SE 32nd St

Bellevue, WA

PROXY for PSGRS Annual Business Meeting 18 Mar 23
I, being a member in good standing (I’ve paid my 2023 dues) of the Puget Sound 
Garden Railway Society, hereby appoint
_______________________________ (Name of member in good standing) to act 
as my proxy at the club’s annual business meeting on Saturday, March 18, 2023.
Date_______________ Signature_______________________________________
Printed Name _________________________________
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From I405 Northbound 
Take Exit 10
Turn right onto Coal Creek Pkwy SE
Drive for .4 mile to Factoria Blvd 
Turn left onto Factoria Blvd
Drive for 1.2 miles to SE 32nd St 
Turn left onto SE 32nd St
Church is on the right.

From I90 Eastbound
Merge onto I405 Southbound
Take Exit 10 to Coal Creek Pkwy SE
Turn left and drive .5 mile to Factoria Blvd
Turn left onto Factoria Blvd
Drive for 1.2 miles to SE 32nd St 
Turn left onto SE 32nd St
Church is on the right.

From I405 Southbound
Take Exit 12
Turn left onto SE 8th St
Drive .3 mile to Richards Rd
Turn right onto Richards Road
Drive 1.8 miles to SE 32nd St
Turn right onto SE 32nd St
Church is on the right.

From I90 Westbound
Take Exit 11 follow exit ramp to SE Eastgate Way
Turn left onto SE Eastgate Way
Drive to 150 Ave SE
Turn left and drive across I90
Turn right onto SE 38th St
Drive west (turns into SE 36th St)
Turn right onto Factoria Blvd
Go under freeway to SE 32nd St
Turn left onto SE 32nd St
Church is on the right.
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View from the Club Car
Article and photos by Mark Howe, Membership 
Chair

 As of 23 February we only have 75 of our 
club members that have paid their 2023 club dues.  
I will have Tom Briggs send out a current roster of 
paid members.  If you do not see your name on 
that roster please send in your dues soon as they 
should be in by the Business meeting in March.  
 I hope you have not put away your long 
handle underwear yet.   I am writing this at the 
last of February and it is freezing out there, it only 
makes me mad because I have to work on indoor 
projects instead of all the outdoor projects I want 
to be working on.
 We had a new cement back porch poured 
last week and it is beautiful, I will include a photo 
of it.  This will make our meeting in September 
much nicer, no tripping on uneven stepping stones 
and loose gravel.  But I still have a long way to go 
to before we will be ready to host, I had to remove 
a large section of track to be ready for the new 
cement porch.  Also I have a lot of uneven track 
and switches that need overhauling. 

 

I have finally disposed of the last of George 
Carlson’s train collection.  It will be in the Crawford 
Family Auction sometime near the end of March.  
The Crawford Family Auction is located in Olympia 
and from what I have seen in the past, their model 
train auctions do very well.  I attempted to purchase 
train items a few years ago and I was outbid on 
everything I wanted.
 The clinics happened just a while ago and 
most were wonderful, there was one that failed 
miserably!!  Yes, it was mine!  For some reason 
the computer at the Church did not like the Power 

Point presentation that I gave.  I video taped the 
clinics and had a few camera and sound problems, 
some might say they were “operator errors”.  I will 
get the original clinic presentations and see if I can 
put together videos for all the members to see.  
 It looks to be a good year for running trains.  
By the time this newsletter comes out the Monroe 
train show will be over, I have heard from a number 
of members that plan to run trains.  Remember, 
we need a lot of healthy young members to help 
set up & tear down.  Our next show will be the 
Skagit Fair in August so lube up the engines and 
charge those batteries.
 In keeping my railroad running I am adding 
to my roster!  I received a two truck Shay from 
the Carlson daughters for assisting them in selling 
their father’s collection.  I finally named my new 
shay addition to the roster. It’s name is Woody!  I 

could not find a brand name on Woody, however it 
is a very good runner. Slow but good!  I installed an 
older Phoenix sound board, a Revolution receiver 
and a Makita battery clip.  I have put up a video 
so that you can see my build: https://YouTube/
auDbPcaUHEU

Be safe, stay healthy, we’ll see ya down the rails.

What is it? 
Picture and idea provided by Joel Kneisley
Can you guess what this is? Answer will be 
provided next month.
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PSGRS-Live Steamers Monthly Steam-
Up February 11 at Johnsons
Article and photos by Harlan Chinn

 A dry but rather cool morning provided for 
nice steam plumes as members of the Live Steam 
group welcomed new member Gary Dutt at the 
monthly steam-up 2/11. The event as always, was 
graciously hosted by Patty and Chris Johnson who 
provided a tasty hot lunch for all in attendance. 
Jim Overland ran his 4-4-0 Baldwin with Great 
Northern Passenger cars, Jim Montgomery with 
his antique Mamod locomotives with freight cars 
while I ran my Roundhouse Davenport with coal 
carts.
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East Side Liars Club
Meets the 4th Thursday of each month 
at 9:00  AM  at  Redmond  Family 
Pancake House 17621 Redmond Way, 
Redmond for breakfast and friend 
ship. Latecomers are always welcome. 
Contact Beth MacLaren at:
bethdonmaclaren@comcast.net for 
more information.

Little Liars Club
Not currently active.

West Sound Liars Club
Meets at 9:30 the 2nd Thursday of 
each month at the Family Pancake 
House, 3900 Kitsap Way, Bremerton 
for breakfast and friendship. Contact 
Bill Thurston at thurston.bill@gmail.
com for more information.

Tall Tales Club
Meets at 9:00 AM on the 1st and third 
Thursday at the Buzz Inn, 9900 Airport 
Way, at Harvey Air Field in Snohomish. 
For more information contact Mark 
Howe at: psgrshowe@gmail.com

South Sound Liars Club
Meets on the first Wednesday of the 
month at various locations at 9 AM for 
breakfast and friendship. Contact Chuck 
Carlson at 253-927-7062 for more infor- 
mation

Live Steam SIG
The Live Steamers meet on the 2nd 
Saturday of every month at Chris 
Johnson’s. We also meet at a member’s 
home as shown in the steam-up 
schedule. Contact John Bigelow (206-
284-5038) or Peter Comley (253-862-
6748) for further information

Modules SIG
Constructs and displays the club modular 
layout at various shows throughout the 
region. No set schedule, but shows are 
publicized well in advance. Contact Alex 
Osenbach (206-369-2446) to join.

Boating SIG
For PSGRS members who are also 
interested in RC model boats. Normally 
meets the 1st Saturday after the 1st 
Thursday 0900 to 1200 at the Bellevue 
Pond Park just south of Bellevue Square 
Park during the warm months and at 
the Seattle Yacht Club during the winter 
months. Call Dave White at (425-269- 
9277) for further and latest information.

Operations SIG - Briggs
Open only in June and September on 
the second Friday from 2:00 PM until 
9:00 PM at Tom and Judy Briggs’ home. 
Battery powered engines available for 
visitors to use. Call Tom at 425 885 3894 
for more information. Additional days may 
be announced.

Club Special Interest Groups (SIGs) and Regularly Scheduled Events

Steamer Schedule 2023

Second Saturday of every month
Chris and Patty Johnson
Thursday April 27 to Sunday April 30
Staver Portland
Sunday April 30th - Nick and Emily
Sunday May 28th - Stu Buchan
Sunday June 25 – Jim Overland at 
Kingston
July 12 -15 Summer steam up - Lodi
Sunday August 20 - Stu Buchan
Sunday August 27th - Nick and Emily
Tuesday December 26th - Pete.

Personal Ads
Bob Videmsek 
253-222-7831
Free to good home.
Track ballast in multiple colors. Comes in bags or 
buckets.

Large Circus layout built on a trailer. $20k plus 
invested asking $10k.
Comes with all buildings, thousands of figures, 
and circus trains.

Rae & Mary’s Station
360-424-6291
For your G-Scale needs and wants.
Call for appointment
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Other events of  possible interest to club members* 
* If you know of a railroading event that you would like to see posted here in the future, please send it to me 

(Thurston.bill@gmail.com) .
Date Event Website

Third Friday afternoon and 
evening of each month.

Operation sessions @ Goodson’s 
(Briggs info on SIGs page)

Please call Dave(425 823 3507) for details 
and invitation.

July 3 - 9, 2023 National Garden Railway Conven- 
tion: Bay Area (Santa Clara)

https://ngrc2023.com/

2024 Host not yet known for National Gar-
den Railway Convention

2025 National Garden Railway Conven- 
tion: Sacramento Valley GRS

Schedules and Stops
2023

Date Time Event Place Comments
Mar. 18 12 Noon Club Business Meeting East Shore Unitarian Church - Bellevue See Map

Apr. 15 Noon to 4 Member hosted meeting Bob Stevenson, Puyallup

May 20 Noon to 4 Member hosted meeting Chuck and Sharon Carlson, Federal Way

June 17 Noon to 4 Member hosted meeting Mike and Peggy Phillips, Issaquah

July 29 Noon to 4 Member hosted meeting Alex and Cauline Osenbach, Mill Creek Note - 5th Saturday

August ? Skagit County Fair Skagit County Fairgrounds, Mount Vernon

August 19 Noon to 4 Member hosted meeting Matt and Kristen Anderson, Edmonds

Sept 16 Noon to 4 Member hosted meeting Mark and Marie Howe, Woodinville

Oct 7-8? Lynden Train Show Lynden Fairgrounds Sept 30-Oct 1?

Nov. No events scheduled

Dec. 16 Christmas Party TBD
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Puget Sound Garden Railway Society
Officers and Staff

President…....................................Chuck Carlson Clinics Coordinator…........................Bob Stevenson
Vice President…................................Mike Phillips Newsletter Editor…..............................Jerry Madsen
Treasurer…......................................Alan Melrose Newsletter Proofreader…..................Beth MacLaren
Membership….....................................Mark Howe Maps…….................................................Tom Briggs
Secretary….........................................Jack Kowitt Print Circulation……...............Mark and Marie Howe
Meetings Scheduler….......................Bill Thurston Electronic Circulation……......................Bill Thurston
Website Honcho…............................Mike Phillips
The club website is www.PSGRS.ORG

Keeper of the newsletter Archives......Bill Thurston

Please contact the club at info.psgrs@gmail.com 
if you have any questions about the club or the 

newsletter.

Keeper of the email list….....................Tom Briggs

Purveyor of club T-shirts, 
Sweatshirts, etc. …..........................Dwight Malott Quote and Copyright Notice: Permission is granted 

to other garden railway societies to quote or 
reprint any non-copyrighted articles or information 

originating in this publication. Please credit the 
author and PSGRS when doing so.

Items are generally on display and for sale at club 
meetings.

Local Sources for Garden Railroading Stuff*
What Who Contact Info

Recommended 
By

Track, switches, trains and 
more Sunset Valley, Bonny Lake https://www.sunsetvalleyrailroad.com/

Bill Thurston
Jerry Madsen

Ballast, rock, water fea-
tures, landscaping mate-
rials Walraths, Gig Harbor

https://tewalrath.com/landscape- supply/gig-harbor-
wa-landscape- supply/ Bill Thurston

Bridge topping for ballast

Manufacturers Mineral 
1215 Monster Rd SW 
Renton, WA 98055 http://manminco.com/ Alex Osenbach

Plants NW flower show, Seattle https://gardenshow.com/ Bill Thurston

Plants
Brothers Greenhouses, 
Port Orchard https://www.brothersgreenhouses.com/Bill Thurston

Small ground cover and 
evergreens Molbaks, Woodinville https://www.molbaks.com/ Beth MacLaren

Plants Sky Nursery, Shoreline https://skynursery.com/ Beth MacLaren

Plants Swansons Nursery, Seattlehttps://www.swansonsnursery.com/ Beth MacLaren

Small Plants
Tsugawa Nursery, 
Woodland http://www.tsugawanursery.com/

Gale Baullinger
Chuck Carlson

*If you have local sources you would like to recommend, send them to me (geraldmadsen@comcast.
net), and I will add them to the chart. Jerry Madsen (Editor).


